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FEMA SUPPORTS ELIMINATION OF MONROE COUNTY’S REMEDIAL
PLAN

The Board of County Commissioners has been seeking FEMA approval to eliminate decades old requirements on the amount
of square footage that can be enclosed under stilted homes. This decision allows the county to move forward with key code
amendments, enabling property owners to have additional enclosed storage space below the required flood elevation under
their house while maintaining compliance with the National Flood Program (NFIP).
With FEMA’s approval, Monroe County can now proceed with eliminating:
The maximum square footage limit for enclosed storage space below flood, which is currently 299 square feet
The requirement for an inspection at the time of a sale
These code amendments will take eight months to a year to process
The downstairs enclosures are limited to storage, parking or building access and cannot be used for habitable space.

A property owner who seeks a permit to expand their storage enclosure must sign and record a non-conversion agreement,

which will document the types of improvements permitted so future buyers can see what is legal and compare it to existing
conditions.



- Height Limits

Countywide

Jurisdiction:

Max Height:

Measured From:

Exceptions:

Monroe County

CURRENTLY:

s 35feet

¢ Up to 38 feet for new residential structures if
voluntarily elevated up to 3 additional feet;
Up to 40 feet for retrofit of residential structures to
meet/exceed DFE.
Above 40 feet for existing multifamily with BOCC
approval

FOLLOWING EFFECTIVENESS OF NEW FEMA MAPS:
40 feet for residential structures that meet new DFE

Pre-construction
natural grade or
crown/curb of
road

chimneys; spires/steeples; radio/television
antenna; flagpoles; solar apparatus; utility
poles; transmission towers; certain wireless
communications

Key West

30 feet
Up to 40 feet to meet or exceed BFE

Crown of road

WITH VARIANCE: non-habitable hardware and
utility structures including spires, belfries,
cupolas, antennas, water tanks, ventilators,
chimneys, or other appurtenances

(up to 40 feet max)

Marathon

Unimproved
grade or crown
of road

minor decorative architectural features,
mechanical equipment, skylights, flagpoles, air
conditioner units, plumbing stacks, church
steeples, ham radio antennas, antenna
supporting structures. (SCREENING REQUIRED)

Islamorada

Adjacent grade,
crown of road,
DFE, up to three
feet above DFE

chimneys, spires/steeples, radio/television
antennas, flagpoles, solar apparatus, utility
poles

Key Colony
Beach

20 feet to 48 feet dependent on zoning district

UP TO 5 FEET ABOVE ROOF: chimneys,
standpipes, water tanks, necessary air
conditioning, other mechanical appurtenances
(SCREENING REQUIRED)

Layton

30 feet

Crown of road

chimneys, spires/steeples, radio/television
antenna, flagpoles, solar apparatus, utility
poles




TDC Funded Workforce Housing Projects Throughout the Keys

Encumbered DAC DAC 2 DAC 3 DAC 4 DAC 5 C Project Totals Approval by BOCC
Stock lslend-|  West 7 mile - LONg Key - MM B0.838-

/ Milg Long Kay MM 80,958 L.ounty Ling
runding Availlabile $ 16,368,243.00( § 2,714,657.00| $ 6,273,123.00 § 3,796,057.00| § 5,347,920.00( 5§ 35,000,000.00| $ 35,000,000.00
IPoinciana Plaza - Construction Funding % 10,000,000.00 § 10,000,000.00 $ 10,000,000.00 1/15/25; BOCC Reso. 050-2025
Cudjoe Project - Acquisition % 1670, § 1,670,000.00
Cudjoe Project - Construction Funding } 686824300 § 1,044 7012080000 § 958290000 | 5/21/3035; BOCC Reso. 190-2025
Marathon Project - Construction Funding § 62731 § 2. 8,550,00000 § &550,000.00 | 5/21/2025; BOCC Reso. 196-2025
South CLiff Project (Key Largo) - Acquisition and
|Caonstruction Funding 3 19181 ) L M 6,867,10000 § 6,867 100.00 |6/18/2025; BOCC Reso. 229-2025

Frojects: A

Approved/proposed encumbrances with funds
transferred betwean DACs § 16,868,243.00 & 2714,657.00 § 6,273123.00 % 3.796,057.00 § 534792000

Remaining Balance 3 - & - 4 - & - %




Questions?
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